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sins, so that Ahura-Mazda would be obliged to send the hero
Keresdspa to quell the dragon and restore order on the earth.

The world would grow calm again, and one day a young girl
would go to bathe in Lake Kasava, and, from the seed which
Zarathustra had once let fall in its waters, would bear the
infant Saoshyant, the Saviour. He would bring the universe
to an end. He would preside over the resurrection and judg-
ment of the dead, and would separate the good, who would
enter into heaven, from the wicked who would be swallowed
up in hell, but only for three days. After this the mountains
would crumble and men would be confronted by the purifying
fire : having passed through it they would all be united in
perfect love and with one accord would sing the praises of
Ahura-Mazda. There would be one final conflict, in which the
good angels, headed by Ahura-Mazda and Sraosha, wrould
triumph over Angra-mainyu, Azhi Dahaka, and the hosts of
evil, who would be cast into the river of fire. And at length
all things, living and inanimate., wrould rest for ever in deathless
perfection.

I have given a somewhat simplified version of this eschato-
logical fantasy, but the probability is that the Jews themselves
took over even less than this.1 The features which specially
attracted their attention were the conflicts, horrors and catastro-
phes, the battle between good and evil, the war of angels and
demons, the intervention of one or more heroes with supernatural
powers, the millennium followed by resurrection, judgment and
retribution, and the idea of a tremendous cataclysm which was
to mark the downfall of this imperfect world and the dawning
splendours of the Kingdom of God which was to take its place.2
In any case, there is reason to think that Persia was not the
only source of Jewish apocalyptic. Thus in the Book of the
Secrets of Enoch, or the Slavonic Enoch, the idea that souls
were created before the world seems to be due to Hellenic
influence.3

The suggestion that the actual idea of a Messiah was derived
from Egypt may be substantiated as follows. In the valley
of the Nile the legend ran that once, before the beginning of
time, there had been an age of joy and prosperity under the
sceptre of Osiris, the ideal king, son of Earth and Heaven, the

1 Bocklein, Die Verwandschaft der jiidisch-christUchen mit der par-
siscken Eschatologie, Gottingen, 1902.

2  For an account of tlie transformation of the Persian Saviour into
the Jewish Messiah, and of his general importance, cf. Reitzenstein, Das
iranische Erlosung-Mysterium, Bonn, 1921, 116.

a CGLV, 104. Other borrowings from the same source have been
noted by I. L6vy, CCLXXTO, 160 jf., but are of minor importance.